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DARWIN KARTING ASSOCIATION INC.(D.K.A.) 
RULES AND INFORMATION 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

WELCOME to the Darwin Karting Association (DKA). 
 
To help familiarize yourself with the Club rules and other information related to Kart racing, please read the 
following Members Guide carefully.  The DKA has always been one of the most progressive motor sports 
clubs to be found in the Northern Territory and has a proud record of independence in terms of financial 
stability, club management, facilities and infrastructure. 
 
The DKA was first incorporated in 1976 and utilized the 13-mile airstrip for many years until moving to our 
current location at Hidden Valley in 1983.  The club now boasts an International standard kart racing track 
and is considered one of the best designs in the country. 
 
The DKA and its members pride themselves on welcoming and sharing knowledge with newcomers and insist 
on being known not only as the “friendly club” but as  
 

“The Affordable Family Motor Sport”! 
 
This guide has been put together for members as an easy reference on the rules and regulations for the DKA.  
Should you require additional information, please contact one of the Committee Members (refer APPENDIX 
A). 
 
Any correspondence is to be addressed as follows: - 
 

The Secretary 
Darwin Karting Association Inc. 
PO Box 1762 
PALMERSTON NT 0831 

 
The DKA kart racing track is located at: - 

The Hidden Valley Motor Sports Complex 
Hidden Valley Road 
BERRIMAH NT 0828 

 
The Club telephone number is (08) 89843729.  For direct contact with the club President, please ring this 
number. For further information on race meeting dates, practice under lights, club days and any other club 
events and social gatherings, refer to the DKA web site at www.dka.org.au. 
 
 

“The DKA welcomes you as a member!” 

��������	
	��
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DKA RACE TRACK DETAILS 
Surface          Bitumen 
 
Width           8 Metres  

Timing strip location             �� ��  
Transponder loop location     ����  
 
Track Length     1    2    3    4     5    6 
    441m 719m 907m 1053m   800m   760m 
 
Licenced Race Tracks-    Clockwise  Track 1, 2, 3, 4. 5, 6   

 
  Anti-clockwise  Track 1, 3, 4. 5, 6 
 

A guide to lap times (in seconds) & gearing are as follows, 
 

Track   1 2  3   4  5 6 Gearing 
 
Cadets     24 38 49 57 __ 41 12-78  

 
Rookies     23 37 48 56 __ 40 13-76 

 
Junior National Light   22 35 47 55 __ 39 12-78 
 
Junior National Heavy   23 36 48 56 __ 40 12-80 
 
Junior Clubman    21 32 44 52 __ 36 10-81 
 
Clubman Light    21 32 44 52 __ 36 10-81 
 
Clubman heavy    22 33 45 53 __ 37 10-83 
 
Clubman Superheavy   22 34 46 54 __ 38 10-86 
 
Rotax Light    20 31 44 51 __ 36 12-84 
 
Rotax Heavy    21 32 45 52 __ 37 12-86 
 
TAG (Rotax/Leopard)   21 32 45 52 __ 37 12-85 

 
 

 
Note: Lap times are a guide only and will vary with the current control tyre in use. The gearing guide is a 

starting point for new members only, as the final ratio will depend on a combination of factors such 
as driving ability, what RPM your engine makes its best power, tyres, weight & chassis setup.  
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��������������������������������������������������������� ���	
	
	
 	
� ���
����
���������
���������
���������
������ ���

Clockwise   Anti-clockwise 
Cadet – 23.160   __.____ 
Rookie – 22.193  __.____ 
Junior Nat. – 21.675  __.____  
Senior 100cc – 20.701  __.____ 
Senior 125cc – 20.185  __.____ 
 

�
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��������������������������������������������������������� ���	�	�	� 	�� ���
����
���������
���������
���������
������ ���

Clockwise   Anti-clockwise 
Cadet – 37.758   N/A 
Rookie – 36.368 
Junior Nat. – 35.586 
Senior 100cc – 33.374 
Senior 125cc – 32.524 

����
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��������������������������������������������������������� ���	�	�	� 	�� ���
����
���������
���������
���������
������ ���

Clockwise   Anti-clockwise  
Cadet – 48.794    - 48.712 
Rookie – 47.709  - 47.596 
Junior Nat. – 46.483  - 46.408 
Senior 100cc – 43.969  - 43.789 
Senior 125cc – 43.120  - 44.048 

����
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��������������������������������������������������������� ���	�	�	� 	�� ���

����
�����
����
�����
����
�����
����
������ ��� ����

Clockwise   Anti-clockwise 
Cadet – 55.622    - 56.724 
Rookie – 54.447  - 55.151 
Junior Nat. – 53.498  - 53.830 
Junior Clubman – 50.015 - __.___ 
Junior Max – 48.950  - __.___ 
Senior 100cc – 50.005  - 50.491 
Senior 125cc – 48.227  - 50.553 

����
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��������������������������������������������������������� ���	�	�	� 	�� ���
������������� ���
�����
�����
�����
������ ���

Cadet – __.___ 
Rookie – __.___ 
Junior Nat. – __.___ 
Senior 100cc –__.___ 
Senior 125cc – __.___ 

����
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��������������������������������������������������������� ���	�	�	� 	�� ���
������������� ���
�����
�����
�����
�����  

Clockwise   Anti-clockwise 
Cadet – 40.159    - __.___ 
Rookie – 39.025  - __.___ 
Junior Nat. – 38.031  - __.___ 
Senior 100cc – 35.944  - __.___ 
Senior 125cc – 35.398  - __.___ 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
The DKA Executive Committee is elected at the Annual General Meeting held in the month of November 
each year.  It is elected to serve the members of the Association. 
 
Remember, they need your support to keep the Club going. 
 
The Committee members and their respective position are listed in Appendix A. 

 

DKA MEMBERSHIP AND AUSTRALIAN KARTING ASSOCIATION ( AKA)  
 

The DKA is affiliated with the Australian Karting Association of the Northern Territory (AKANT) and 
incorporated with the AKA.  Therefore, the racing rules and regulations are legislated by the AKA national 
body to which we must conform. 
 
In order to take part in AKA sanctioned competitions organised by the DKA, every driver must: - 
 

a) Be a financial member of the DKA for the current year, 
b) Be the holder of a current Australian Karting Assoc. licence; or 
c) Be a non-Darwin resident holding a current AKA licence visiting the club for the event (e.g. Open 

Club Championship) and a member of an AKA-affiliated club. 
 

DKA MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE 
 All Memberships is due and payable on the 1st July each year. Pro-rata membership costs will be considered 

by the DKA Executive committee. 

 

 

Fees 

·  Family Membership   $100.00 

·  Single Senior Membership $95.00 

·  Associate Membership  $5.00 

·  Once-off Joining Levy  $10.00 

·  Pit Levy    $20.00 

 

Family Membership: 
Senior drivers can join as “Family Membership” to allow other members of their family to use the club 
facilities (unless AKA-licenced, family members are NOT allowed to drive on the track). 
 
Senior drivers can join as “Family Membership” and include additional drivers e.g. Cadet, Rookie or Junior, 
with their membership as long as the additional drivers still attend full time school or university. 
 
Juniors, Rookies and Cadet class drivers must have parental or guardian representation when racing and 
therefore must join via “Family Membership”. 
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*Generally, Family Membership means Father, Mother and immediate children.  However, children not 
directly related to the member can be on a “Family Membership”, subject to DKA approval and club 
endorsement. 
 
 
Single Senior Membership: 
Senior drivers 17 years of age and over. (refer to the AKA Manual or on the web at �
�����������	�
������
��	���	�
�����
�������� ) 
 
Associate Membership:  

Any person with an interest or association with the sport of Karting, but not driving in competition 
events e.g. pit crew, mechanics, sponsors, officials etc, is eligible for consideration as an Associate 
Member. Cost for Associate membership is determined by the club and is subject to change from 
time to time at an Annual or Special General Meeting. 
 

Please complete club membership forms and return duly signed together with your membership fee, these are 
generally handled by the Treasurer or Secretary. Please refer to a copy of the Membership Application in 
Appendix D. 
 

AKA SANCTIONED RACING CLASSES 
 

The following classes are offered by the DKA, subject to racing numbers. 
 

CLASS AGE MINIMUM 
WEIGHT 

(Kart & driver) 

������
������������

������������������� �

���������� � ���	��
����	� �

���	 ��� ������!����� ��"�	��
#$% ���&�� �%�'�( ���� �)����*����� �)��	��
#$% ���&�� �%�'�+��,�� �)����*����� �-��	��
#$% ���
'$.��%� �)����*�������/�������' ��%����

�*��������������
�������' ��%����
� ����'����!"�	��0�
1�������'����-��	��


'$.��%�( ���� �*������2������%3����� �-��	��

'$.��%�+��,�� �*������2������%3����� �*��	��
4���$'������5�( ���� �*������2������%3������/������� ' ��%���� �*��	��
4���$'������5�+��,�� �*������2������%3������/������� ' ��%���� �6��	��
��7�
'���������5��+��,�� �*������2������%3������/��� ����' ��%���� �6"�	��
��7�
'�����(��8�����+��,�� �*������2������%3������/� ������' ��%���� �6��	��
����� ������)"�( ���� � �*������2������%3����� �*��	��
����� ������)"�+��,�� �*������2������%3����� �6��	��
 
Note: Due to the nature of the AKA Racing Rules, the attributes of each class may change from time to 
time. Refer to the AKA Karting Manual for the most up to date class details. 
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AKA LICENCE FEES 
 
The Karting licence fees are set by the AKA and include AKA Race Licence Fees and Insurance. The 
AKANT charges an additional fee for administration and for first time licences. The DKA does not charge 
any additional fees to its members. 
 

·  New member fees  $270.00 per annum (as at Jan. 2011) 
·  Renewal fees   $250.00 per annum (as at Jan. 2011) 

 
Please refer to the Application for Competition Kart License form (these can be obtained from the Club or 
AKANT Executive) for conditions of application.  Check that your application form is duly signed and 
includes a new passport size photograph as well as the requisite licence fee. 
 
Drivers applying for renewal of a licence must return the previous licence so a check can be carried out to 
see if any charges are current on that licence. However, as at June 2009, the AKA has introduced a National 
Online Licencing System that maintains an electronic record of each driver’s karting competition history. To 
apply for a renewal licence, go to the AKA web site at the following URL�
�����������	�
������
��	���	�
������������ �You will be required to logon with your Username (Your 
licence number, i.e. NT195) and the associated password. 
 
New licence applications can also be processed on the web at 
�����������	�
������
��	���	�
�����
�������� , thus saving on paperwork. For paper-based applications, 
licence / membership applications and fees should be forwarded to the address shown on the DKA 
Membership Application form or handed to the DKA Treasurer or Secretary. 
 
Please note that the Treasurer is able to process Credit Card and EFTPOS transactions. 
 

RECREATIONAL LICENCE 
 
(AKA) “D” Grade License  
D grade licences are available to members for recreational karting. It is the minimum recommended license 
for persons using a kart on an AKA-licenced circuit. 
 
D Grade licence holders are “not” permitted to take part in competition. 
 
D Grade licence holders can apply to be upgraded to a provisional “C” grade by appropriate application and 
fee. 
 

RACING NUMBERS 
 
Members applying for licence renewal will automatically be re-issued their previous racing number as long as 
their application is received by the DKA prior to the first point score meeting of the racing season. 
 
New members and current members who wish to change their racing number must contact the DKA Secretary 
who will make contact with the AKANT to allocate the new numbers for the season. 
 
Only drivers holding the NT Title “Blue Plates” in a racing class are allowed, for the season, to race with the 
“Blue Plate” numbers. The same case goes for the Australian Title “Green Plate” and the racing number “1” 
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Please note racing numbers not used by a club member in the current calendar year will be deemed available 
for use by new members entering the sport in subsequent years.  
 
Identifying numbers shall be displayed so they are clearly legible and shall be maintained in this 
condition throughout any event. Identifying numbers shall be restricted to either one or two digit numbers. 
The number 0,00 or any number proceeded by 0 (e.g 05) is not allowed. 
 
Number plates: shall be coloured as follows.   
 

Driver Background Number 
Senior Yellow Black 
Junior White Black 
Rookie/Cadet White Red 

 

DKA RACE SEASON 
A racing calendar has been prepared and the Committee reserves the right to change racing dates and events 
to accommodate the year’s requirements.  The race season calendar is shown in Appendix “B” or the latest 
version can be viewed online at www.dka.org.au 
 

RACE NOMINATION TIME AND FEES 
For Club Championship and Open Events, nominations are accepted on the day at the race meeting by the 
Treasurer or nominee. 

Nominations are to be presented on the official AKA entry form along with a kart Scrutineering form (one for 
each kart being raced) and a current AKA Karting licence. All forms MUST be completed correctly 
otherwise they will NOT be accepted. 
 
Race Entry fees for 2011 
Senior Classes    $25.00 
Juniors     $20.00 
Rookies/Cadets   $20.00 
Junior (3rd family member) $15.00 
 
Family Membership 
Where the number of individual racing members total three (3) or more within the same Family Membership, 
the racing nomination fee for the third and subsequent junior will be $15.00.  Members in the same family 
who race in more than one class are not eligible for this discount. 
 
Nominations for Open/Closed Championships 
As per above, but nomination fee and late nomination penalty fee may apply. 
 
Fees and supplementary regulations will be issued prior to the Championship. 
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KART/COMPETITOR SCRUTINEERING 
For daylight race meetings, kart scrutineering will start at 0700 hours and the last kart will be scrutineered no 
later than 0830 hours. 
For twilight/night race meetings, kart scrutineering will start at 1500 hours and the last kart will be 
scrutineered no later than 1600 hours. 
 
Penalty for late scrutineering is rear of field for the first two heats, irrespective of the qualifying time.   
 
Kart scrutineering is performed prior to the commencement of any competition. Scrutineering can be 
performed by any karter (including pit-crew) or official. The scrutineering form should be used as a guide and 
must be signed by the scrutineer, as it will be used as part of the race entry process – incomplete forms will 
NOT be processed. It should be noted that karts can be re-scrutineered at any time later by an AKA Official 
(refer AKA Rules), especially in the case a kart being involved in a racing incident. 
 
It should be noted that the competitors Race Suit, Boots, Gloves, Helmet and Licence form part of the 
scrutineering package, and must be compliant with the AKA rules along with the kart. 
 

THE RACE DAY PROCESS 
The following is a guide to how race days are conducted. 

 
1. Arrive early enough to have you kart scrutineered  
2. Have your scrutineering Forms filled out with relevant details prior to scrutineering 
3. Take your completed Race Entry Form, scrutineering form and AKA licence to the nominated Entry 

Official (generally the DKA Club Treasurer) 
4. Pay the required Entry Fee and collect your “Approval to Race” Sticker 
5. Place the race Sticker on front of the Nassau Panel of the scrutineered Kart  
6. Be ready for Carby Session commencement 

 
Description Day meeting Night Meeting 
Recommended arrival time 7 am – 7.30 am 2.00 pm to 3.00 pm 
Scrutineering  7.30 am to 8.30 am 3.00 pm to 4.00 pm 
Nomination Forms 8 am to 8.30 am 3.30 pm to 4.00 pm 
Carby Session 8.30 am to 8.50 am 4.00 pm to 4.20 pm 
Drivers Briefing 8.50 am to 9 am 4.20 pm to 4.30 pm 
Qualifying Session 9 am 4.30 pm 
Heat 1   
 
Tip  – Complete your Nomination and Scrutineering forms (except date and track #) and 
photocopy. Saves having to fill out new forms each meeting.  
 
PERMITTED FUEL 
Only Premium Unleaded Fuel is permitted to be used as per the AKA Karting Manual.  Rule 22.03 
 
Control fuel may be stipulated in the supplementary regulations of major events as per rule 22.03.7 i.e. NT 
State Titles 

FUEL TESTING 
Fuel testing will be carried out at random, at any time during a race meeting, with the AKA approved fuel 
tester.  As per rule 22.01 in the AKA Karting Manual 
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WEIGHING 
Kart and driver weighing will be carried out at the discretion of the AKA Stewards and Scales Marshall.   
 
The DKA electronic scales are the sole benchmark for weighing karts and drivers. It is the driver’s 
responsibility to ensure that the kart’s weight and the combined kart and driver’s weight attains the minimum 
weight for their class. 
 
Failure to attain the minimum weight for the class will result in the issue of a Weight Penalty Notification by 
the Stewards. This penalty cannot be argued 
 
NOTE:   At the end of each race when weighing is being carried out, the kart and driver weights will be 
taken into account.  It is the driver’s responsibility to ensure that, during each race, fuel and own weight 
(loss taken into account) stay within the recommended minimum weight limit. 

TRANSPONDERS 
The DKA was one of the first Australian Karting clubs to adopt the use of personal race transponders. The 
transponders are used to maintain accurate lap scoring and race timing for DKA race meetings. 
 
The AKA has now brought its rules up to date to reflect the use of such technology in competition. Therefore, 
it is up to each competitor to ensure compliance with the AKA rules governing the use of personal 
transponders. 
 
As with the weight compliance, failure to adhere to the AKA rules in relation to use of personal transponders 
will result in the issue of a Transponder Penalty Notification by the Stewards. Again, this penalty cannot be 
argued. Refer AKA Rule  
 
Transponders are to be fitted in accordance with Rule 25.30. Positioned vertically on the inside left side-pod 
approximately 30cm behind the king pin line of the front of the kart. 
 
See the fitting instructions below: 
AMB TRANX 160 transponders will be used throughout the event for all racing. Each entrant will be 
responsible for supplying their own AMB TRANX 160 compatible transponder. The Transponder 
Number for each entrant must be advised on the standard DKA Entry Form 
If required, transponder holder brackets will be available for purchase at the circuit at a cost of $10.00, all 
fitting screws and retaining clip included. Transponders must be fitted facing the driver, on the left-hand side 
pod 300mm from the kingpin. 
Darwin Karting Association will hold a small number of spare transponders available in event of emergency. 
 
Drivers must: 
 
-Ensure their transponder is fully operational (charged and functioning), 
 
-Fit and use their transponder correctly. 
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NOTE:  
Drivers will be penalised for failure to use the transponder nominated in their entry or to notify a 
transponder change, in any event during the course of the meeting per 16.05(d).  
 
Lost or damaged transponders will be the responsibility of the driver and/or entrant. Darwin 
Karting Association will not be responsible for the cost of the repair and/or replacement 
transponder. 
 

ENGINE TESTING AND COMPLIANCE 
Engine testing will be carried out as deemed necessary by AKA Stewards.   
 
The DKA has a nominated engine measurer who is independent of the racing class from which the engine 
came. 
 
The AKANT Technical Officer may be consulted by the DKA engine measurer, to ensure compliance with 
AKA rules and technical specifications. 
 
Failure to comply with an official request will be disqualification from the event and attract any other penalty 
as per the AKA Rules at that time. 
 

PROTECTIVE RACING GEAR 
Protective racing gear must be worn whenever a driver is “practicing” or racing. 
This includes: - 

·  Gloves with full finger protection; 
·  Approved standard full face helmet to Australian standard 1698 or SNELL 1980 - 1985 - 1990 - 1995 

or BS 6658 - 85; 
·  Enclosed footwear covering the ankles; 
·  Approved racing suit (one piece protective clothing); 
·  Ear plugs are advised for all classes. Refer to AKA Rules 
·  Additional recommended safety equipment - neck brace and kidney belt. 

 
New members not familiar with AKA regulations are strongly advised to contact any Committee member for 
advice prior to purchasing racing gear. The AKA Manual should be accessed for full specifications and 
details. 
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OFFICIAL PRACTICE TIME ON RACE DAY 
The official practice time will start at 0830 hours and end at 0850 hours (or 1600 – 1620 for Twilight 
meetings). 
 
The practice time is divided in 4 groups and the track official will decide, on the day, in which sequence each 
group can practice. 

The groups are: - 

Cadets/Rookies   1 x 4 minute practice 
Juniors    1 x 4 minute practice 
Senior Clubman/Restricted 125 1 x 4 minute practice 
125 and Open Classes   1 x 4 minutes practice 
* These times are indicative only and the officials reserve the right to alter the practice time of each class. 
 
No mixing of groups either in practice or competition will be allowed.  Drivers who want to practice prior to 
the official practice time and at the meeting break will have to seek approval from the AKA officials of the 
day. 

DRIVER’S BRIEFING 
 

The driver’s briefing is generally held at 0850 hours (1620 for Twilight meetings) unless otherwise 
announced on the day. 
 
The purpose of the drivers briefing is to inform drivers about the running of the day’s event and any late 
changes to the supplementary regulations. It’s also an opportunity for the committee to keep members 
informed about committee decisions, direction, progress, facility upgrades and other topics of interest. It is 
not a forum for members to raise class issues. Class issues should be discussed with a committee member, 
who will offer the appropriate advice. 
 
Every driver must attend the Driver’s briefing.  
 
For Junior/Rookie and Cadets, a parent or guardian representing the driver must also attend the briefing. 

 

CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

As racing is about competitiveness, it can understandably lead to some arguments. The following AKA 
sanctioned code of conduct shall apply at a minimum. 
 

Competitors 
• Play by the rules. 
• Never argue with an Official. Approach the official during a break or after the competition. 
• Be a good sport. 
• Show respect to and acknowledge opponents and officials (e.g. shake hands before and after the race and say things 
like good luck) 
• Cooperate with officials. Without them there would be no competition. 
• Participate for your own enjoyment and benefit, not just to please parents 
• Race fair- No verbal abuse of officials, sledging other competitors (including vilification or deliberately distracting 
or provoking other competitors 
• Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or 
religion. 
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Parents and Spectators 
• Remember that children participate in sport for their enjoyment, not yours. 
• Encourage children always to race according to the rules and to settle disagreements without resorting to hostility or 
violence. 
• Never ridicule or yell at a child for making a mistake or not winning 
• Show appreciation for volunteer officials and administrators. 
• Respect officials�  decisions and encourage children to do likewise. 
• Applaud good performances and efforts from all individuals. Congratulate all participants, regardless of the 
outcome. 
• Condemn the use of violence, verbal abuse or vilification in any form, whether it is by spectators, officials or racers. 
• Support policy and practices (and lead by example) in relation to responsible use of alcohol, to child protection 
issues and to issues involving to recreational and performance enhancing drugs. 
• Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every young person regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background 
or religion. 
 

Officials 
• Remember that young people participating for pleasure and winning is only a part of the fun. 
• Keep up to date with official’s practices and qualifications and the principles of physical growth and development 
• Promote a culturally tolerant environment. 
• Help young people understand that racing by the rules is their responsibility. 
• Encourage young people to participate in administration officiating etc. 
• Operate within the rules and spirit of your sport. 
• Apply rules and regulations. 
• Compliment and encourage all participants- you are a role model and a source of a young person’s confidence 
building. 
• Be consistent, objective and courteous when making decisions. 
• Condemn unsporting behaviour and promote respect for all opponents. 
• Keep up to date with the latest trends in officiating and the principles of growth and development of young people. 
• Place the safety and welfare of the participants above all else. 
• Be familiar with and know your role in relevant sport safety policies and practices. 
• Implement policy and practices (and lead by example) in relation to responsible use of alcohol, to child protection 
issues and to issues involving recreational and performance enhancing drugs. 
• Ensure that equipment and facilities meet safety standards and are appropriate to the age and ability of all 
competitors. 
• Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or 
religion. 
 

Administrator 
• Make your club environment more user friendly by providing equal opportunities for all to participate. 
• Create pathways for young people to participate in sport not just as a player, e.g. as officials, administrator, etc. 
• Provide quality supervision and instruction for competitors and ensure volunteers are adequately trained. 
• Direct Officials to highlight appropriate behaviour and skill development. 
• Ensure that everyone emphasises fair play, not winning at all costs. 
• Give a code of behaviour sheet to spectators, officials, parents, coaches, players and the media and encourage them 
to follow it. 
• Remember, you set an example. Your behaviour and comments should be positive and supportive. 
• Implement policy and practice (and lead by example) in relation to responsible use of alcohol and in relation to 
recreational and performance enhancing drugs. 
• Adopt and implement relevant sport safety policies and practices. 
• Promote a culturally tolerant environment. 
• Listen to your members and involve them in decisions, leadership and planning and evaluation related to the club. 
• Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background and 
religion. 
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Media 

• Provide coverage of young people’s competitive and non-competitive sport as well as reporting adult sport. 
• Be aware of the differences between adult sport, professional sport and modified sports programs for young people. 
• Don’t overly focus on isolated incidents of inappropriate sporting behaviour. 
• Focus upon a young competitor’s fair play and honest effort. 
• Do not place unfair expectations on young people. They are not miniature professionals. 
• Describe and report on barriers to young people participating in organised sport. 
• Focus on the abilities and not the disabilities of young people. 
• Avoid reinforcing stereotypical views on the involvement of boys and girls in particular sports. 
• Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every young person regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background 
or religion. 

 
Keeping sport fun and safe 

What is a fun and safe sports club? 
 
• A community - where juniors can feel connected to friends and family 
• A fun place - where the emphasis is on enjoyment, involvement and being physically active (rather than winning); 
• A safe physical environment - the right equipment, first aid and safe buildings and playing areas. 
• A safe social environment - where a club has policies and practices in relation to alcohol use, drugs, child protection 
and harassment. 
• A safe cultural environment - where a club that has policies and practices that are inclusive, tolerant and welcoming 
for all juniors (including young people with disabilities, who are indigenous and/or who are from the culturally and 
linguistically diverse backgrounds). 
 

Codes of behaviour are for: 
• Players • Parents and Spectators • Coaches and Teachers • Administrators • Officials • The Media. 

The core principles of codes of behaviour are: 
• Sport should be fun. • Sport should be safe. • Sport should be fair. • Junior sport should � belong�  to juniors. 

 
A fun safe sports club promotes and enforces appropriate codes of behaviour. 

 
Inappropriate language or gestures are NOT permitted on the Club grounds.  Remember, this is a family 
club and all members must behave in a responsible manner. 
 
If you have a concern, raise it with a Committee Member, Club Official or AKA Steward on the day. 
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DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

In the event that any dispute arises between the parties in any matter arising from or in connection with the 
club (outside of racing) then the Club Captain (or available Committee Member) shall be requested to 
intervene in an attempt to resolve the situation amicably between the parties.   

Should a dispute arise, all members and affected agree to: 

(a) co-operate with each other; 

(b) be just and act in good faith in all matters relating to the rules of the club; and 

(c) act reasonably in all discussions and negotiations concerning this Agreement.  

Should a resolution to the matter not be reached by the parties within 14 days of the date of their first meeting 
then such dispute may upon notice by either party, be referred to a qualified mediator for mediation 

If the parties do not agree on who will conduct the mediation within 14 days then either party may request the 
President of the Law Society of the Northern Territory to appoint the Mediator. 

Each party will be responsible for its own legal and other costs in relation to any mediation but the parties 
will pay the costs of the mediator in equal shares. 

In any mediation arising under these Guidelines, then; 

(a) each party will be entitled to be legally represented in proceedings before the mediator; and 

(b) the mediator will not be bound by the rules of evidence in conducting the mediation. 

All mediation proceedings, pleadings, witness statements and other evidence must be kept confidential and 
not disclosed other than for the purposes of the mediation. All materials held by or on behalf of the mediator 
shall be retained for a period of twelve (12) months from the conclusion of the mediation and must then be 
confidentially destroyed unless a party requests otherwise. 

If any dispute is not resolved in accordance with clause 21.1 or 21.2, then the dispute may be referred to the 
courts of the Northern Territory. 

NOTE* The Dispute Resolution Procedure in these Guidelines are ONLY for disputes that occur in 
relation to activities that are outside racing.  Any dispute in relation to racing will be dealt with as per 
the requirements of the Australian Karting Association Rules and Regulations. Any disputes not 
governed by the AKA will be dealt with by the Darwin Karting Association Committee to ensure club 
harmony. 
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FLAG MARSHALLS AND FLAGS  

The DKA is again leading the way in relation to flag marshalling and competitor safety. The DKA has 
instigated an AKA-compliant light signalling system that has enabled the flag marshall duties to be performed 
by a single operator located in the lap-scoring tower. 
 
The use of the electronic signalling system means that for racing to proceed, a minimal number of officials 
are required – Signal Light Operator, Race Starter and Finish Line Mashall. In many cases, the Race Starter 
and Finish Line Mashall are one and the same. 
 
However, the DKA still provides flag marshals at State Title events for the convenience of competitors so 
they can concentrate and enjoy their day racing and to assist race stewards in closer scrutiny of the racing in 
such high profile events.  

Important 
Each driver must be familiar with the significance of each signal light / flag as the safety of other drivers 
depends upon responding to flag commands. The knowledge of each flag / signal light is a mandatory element 
of gaining an AKA licence. 
 
Please refer to your AKA Manual (Chapter 15) for flag descriptions. 

 

LAP SCORING 
On race days, the club is relying on volunteers to carry out the lap scoring. However, this onerous task has 
been made less so, since the introduction of personal transponders for each competitor. As at 1st July 2010, it 
will be mandatory that ALL kart racing competitors will own / use a personal transponder and will be an 
element of the annual licencing process. 
 
It is an important task to perform but there is a need for a volunteer in the Tower.  If a family member or a 
friend wishes to volunteer, please advise the officials as soon as possible on the day. 
 

REMEMBER:   NOBODY IN TOWER   - NO RACING!!! 

 

GRID POSITION ALLOCATIONS 
There are normally four races per class per day (2 heats, a pre-final and a final). Prior to the commencement 
of the heats, a single 4 lap time trial will be conducted for each class. The results from this time trial will 
determine the starting positions on the grid in each class – fastest to the front and so on. 
 
Normally, the winner of each race and the place-getters will determine the starting grid in each subsequent 
race. Depending on the supplementary regulations issued by the race secretary, this may be changed to the 
following: 

·  The grid positions for the first heat of the day are determined by the results of the time trial.  
·  The second heat grid positions are reverse of heat one, (i.e. pole for heat one, last for heat two). 

The pre-final starts with the drivers with the least points to the front. 
·  The final race of the day starts the drivers with the least points to the front. 

  
Drivers on “P” plates start at the rear of the grid in ALL races for a minimum of four race (4) meetings or as 
determined by the AKA regulations of the day. 
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POINT SCORE SYSTEM 
The DKA uses a reverse point system for calculating the class winners of the meeting,   (i.e. first place 
receives the least points & last place the most points). 
 
Refer to Appendix C for points allocation to calculate the winner of the meeting in each class and for 
points allocation to calculate the winner of the Championship series. 
 

BEGINNERS - NEW LICENCE 
Every beginner or new licence holder must race four meetings with a “P” plate displayed at the rear of the 
kart. Refer AKA Rules. 
 
One full day meeting shall be dedicated as a Flag Marshall.  The Club Officials recommend that beginners 
undertake this task prior to their first race. 
At each meeting, whilst on “P” plates, the driver’s licence MUST be endorsed by the Steward of the day. 
 
In other states where there are a number of karting clubs, Observed Licence Tests are conducted to determine 
karting competency. As the DKA is a small club with a limited pool of officials, the OLT is not conducted in 
a formal manner. 
 

REFUELLING OF KARTS AND CHAIN LUBRICATION 
Refueling of karts MUST be done in the pit area with a minimum of fuel spillage.  
No refueling or chain lubrication is permitted on the starting grid, track or bitumen pit area.  
These products damages the bitumen surface resulting in high maintenance expenses for the club.   
 
Any breach of this rule may result in the driver being penalised at the discretion of the race-day Stewards and 
/or DKA Club Officials. 
 

ACCIDENTS  - AMBULANCE TRANSPORTATION 
In motor sport racing, accidents do unfortunately happen.   
 
Normally, St. John’s First Aid or First Aid Certificate qualified club members are available for minor 
injuries.  However, should the injury require ambulance transportation to the nearest hospital, AKA insurance 
only covers income-earning competitors.   
 
A maximum sum of $500.00 is allocated for incidentals such as X-ray, chiropractor, broken teeth, etc and 
ambulance cost. Non income-earning drivers: $500.00 ambulance benefit. Please refer to the relevant section 
in the AKA manual for the most up to date information on this subject. 
 
Therefore, it is strongly recommended that you make arrangements with your private health fund and / or that 
you subscribe to St. John’s ambulance, as ambulance costs might not leave you with money for incidentals.   
 
A subscription to St. John’s ambulance also covers the whole family Australia-wide.  The phone number for 
St. John’s ambulance is 89 279111. 
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DEVIATIONS FROM AKA RULES  
Due to the distance from other AKA clubs and the climatic conditions experienced in the Top End, the 
Committee reserves the right to deviate from AKA rules on closed meetings. 
 
Financial members are encouraged to put any proposed changes that will benefit our members or provide a 
smoother running of the club forward to the Committee for consideration. If a proposed change is deemed 
beneficial, the Committee will put forward a motion at a Special General Meeting or at the AGM. The motion 
shall be carried if more than 50% of the financial members present agree.  The definition of “financial 
members present” is a “minimum of 50% of financial members at the time the motion is put forward that are 
in attendance.” 
 

CANTEEN 
A licensed canteen is located on the Club grounds.  Drinks and food are available.  All profits go back to the 
Club for your future benefit.  So please, “support it”. 
 
It should be noted, that due to Liquor Licence restrictions, any liquor NOT purchased from the canteen 
cannot be consumed in the spectator area. 
 
REMEMBER  - NO VEHICLES IN CANTEEN OR SPECTATOR ARE AS 

 

TOILETS/FIRST AID ROOM 
Male/female and disabled toilets are located in the building located between the pit area and the Canteen.  
Please make sure the area is kept clean. Please advise canteen personnel if the toilets are in short supply of 
soap and toilet paper. 

 

The 1st Aid room is in the Clubroom adjoining the Canteen. A St John First Aid box and stretcher are located 
in the club room. 

 

SPECTATOR AREA 
Spectators are not permitted to stand or sit in the pits or on the track to watch the races. 
 
A grassed shaded area behind the safety fence is provided for spectators.  Please note that no-one is allowed 
in front of the safety fence at any time. 
 
Chairs and rubbish bins are provided for spectator convenience.  Please use them. 
 

NO ANIMALS ARE ALLOWED ON THE PREMISES. 
 
Animals are naturally afraid of loud engine noises and may endanger the safety of drivers should they 
inadvertently come into contact with a kart. Please refer to the AKA rule book for details and exceptions. 
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PIT AREA 
Only competitors, pit crew and officials are allowed in the pit area during races. Licences, ID cards and Pit 
Passes may be requested by AKA officials. Those persons not able to produce same will be asked to leave the 
Pit area. 
 
No smoking or consumption of alcohol is permitted in the pits until after official competition has ceased for 
the day.  
 
On race days, rubbish bins are provided in the pit area.  Please use these  and receptacles and ensure that the 
pit area is kept clean at all times.   
 
Enclosed footwear MUST be worn at all times in the pit area and this will be enforced by AKA and DKA 
Club Officials.  Spectators can only access the pit area during the luncheon adjournment and after official 
competition has ceased for the day. 
 

PRACTICE TIMES BETWEEN OFFICIAL MEETINGS 
Only AKA licenced club members and visiting drivers (member of an AKA sanctioned club) with a current 
AKA licence, are allowed to use the club / track and facilities. Use of same is authorised only to club 
members holding a current club key.   
 
Access gates are locked and should remain locked after departure from the track. AKA licenced drivers are 
covered at any time by the AKA insurance while racing and participating on the DKA track, subject to 
compliance with AKA and DKA rules. 

 

SPONSORS 
 
If you have a personal sponsor for your kart, let the race commentator know so that a promotion can be made 
for your sponsor at that meeting 

 

DRIVERS MUST NOT DRIVE A KART ON A LICENCED TRACK 
UNLESS: 

a) The kart complies with the requirements of current AKA Rules, chapter 25 or 
b) The driver has been granted, and has in his/her possession a written authorisation to drive a kart not 

so complying; and 
c) The driver is wearing the protective clothing required for racing. 

 

KEYS TO ACCESS CLUB FACILITIES 
Existing facility locks may be re-coded at the beginning of each season. 
 
On presentation of their membership receipt, members renewing their membership and holder of a club key 
should make sure that their key is re-coded by the nominated locksmith.  No charge will apply. 
 
Members wishing to have an access key should contact the Secretary. 
A $20.00 NON-REFUNDABLE key deposit fee applies. 
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Note: Keys are issued to members as a courtesy to allow them access to the track for practice and running in 
engines etc.  Any member found to be loaning his/her key to any other person will be asked to appear before 
the committee and show why they should not have their key and / or membership revoked. 
 
Locks are in place to secure the use of the facility from non-members and to ensure the relevant AKA 
insurance coverage is not compromised.  
 
Note: Committee members will be issued a master key to access Clubhouse, Tower, Containers and Track 
gates. Access to the Canteen area is restricted to President, Vice President, Treasurer and Canteen operator, 
unless otherwise nominated by the President. 
 

 “WORKING BEE” DAYS 
The track safety rules are upgraded from time to time and members require more pit space and facilities.  All 
these factors including the maintenance of existing assets require help and labour from club members. 
 
Working bees are the most economical form of labour to carry out all the required work and help to keep 
membership / nomination fees relatively low. 
 
Help is needed to keep the club going.  We are well aware that everyone wants to race, but to be able to do so 
we need to have properly maintained safety measures in place and good operating conditions. 
 
The Committee organises a working bee at the beginning of the season and whenever the need arises.  
 
All DKA members are encouraged to attend Working Bees! 
 

TRAVEL ASSISTANCE 
Motorsports NT provide assistance to all Motorsports competitors who travel interstate to compete. Please 
refer to the Motorsports website for details. 

http://www.motorsportsnt.com.au/Competitor%20Travel%20and%20Official%20Training%20Policy.pdf 
 

SMOKE FREE OUTDOOR AREAS 
From 2 January 2011 all outdoor eating and drinking areas in the Northern Territory will be required to be 
smoke free. 

The DKA supports the “smokfreeNT” legislation (Northern Territory’s Tobacco Control Act) and members 
and guests are reminded that it is a legal requirement to comply with the smoking ban in all areas which are 
signposted accordingly. 

More information is available at www.smokefree.nt.gov.au  
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APPENDIX  A 
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APPENDIX  B 

DKA EVENTS CALENDAR 2012 
 

Month  Day / 
Night  

Day  Date  Comment  Track  

March� Day� Saturday & 
Sunday�

10/3/2012 - 
11/3/2012�

Working Bee &�
Come-N-Try / Sign-on Day�

�

March� Night� Saturday� 17/03/2012� Championship Round 1� ��

March� Night� Saturday� 31/03/2012� Championship Round 2� ��

April�   06-09/04/2012� Easter� �

April � Night� Saturday� 21/04/2012� Championship Round 3� ������

May� Night� Saturday� 5/05/2012� Championship Round 4� ������

May� Night� Saturday� 19/05/2012� Championship Round 5� ��

May�   26/05/2012� Bass in the Grass� �

June� Night� Saturday� 02/06/2012� Championship Round 6� ��

June� Day� Sunday� 10/06/2012� Championship Round 7� ��

June�   16-17/06/2012� V8 Supercars� �

June� Day� Saturday & 
Sunday�

23/6/2012 & 
24/6/2012�

Working Bee & 
AKA Committee 

Conference�

�

June� Day� Thursday - 
Sunday�

28/6/2012 – 
01/7/2012�

NT Sprint Kart Titles � ��

July� Day/Night� Thursday - 
Sunday�

05/7/2012 – 
08/7/2012�

National Sprint Kart 
Titles�

��

August� Night� Saturday� 04/08/2012� Championship Round 8� ������

August� Night� Saturday� 18/08/2012� Championship Round 9� ������

September� Night� Saturday� 01/09/2012� Championship Round 10� ��

September�   16/09/2012� Sandown 500� �

September� Night� Saturday� 22/09/2012� Championship Round 11� ��

September�   29-30/09/2012� AFL / NRL Grand Finals� �

October�   07/10/2012� Bathurst 1000� �

October� Night� Saturday� 13/10/2012� Championship Round 12� ��

October� Night� Saturday� 27/10/2012� DKA Closed Titles� ��������

November� Night� Saturday� 10/11/2012� DKA Presentation Night� ����

November� Day� Sunday� 11/11/2012� DKA AGM @ Motorsports 
House�

�

 
DATES AND TRACKS USED MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AS REQUIRED. 

 
REFER TO www.dka.org.au FOR THE LATEST DETAILS.  
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APPENDIX  C 

2012 DKA CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP  
EVENT POINT SCORING SYSTEM  

Introduction 
Point scoring system used to calculate the class winners for each heat in a round of the club championship series. 
 
Race Points Allocation 

PLACE     POINTS 
1st      0 
2nd      2 

3rd      3 
4th      4 
5th      5 
6th      6 
7th      7 
8th      8 
9th      9 

 
 
DNF   Did not finish.    
DNS  Did not start    
DNAS  Did not attempt to start  - Number of Karts in the field plus 1 point 
Defect  Mechanical defect 
 
-if there were five (5) starters in the race and you did not finish (spin out, plug failure etc.) then your points 
would be calculated for fifth place plus one place  e.g. Sixth place points would be awarded i.e. 6 points 
 
DSQ  Disqualification. - Number of Karts in the field plus 20 points 
 
 – this will be for any infraction of the AKA rules, that may vary from time to time, where a penalty 
notification is issued. A disqualification may also occur for infractions of DKA Club rules and shall be 
determined by the DKA Executive. The penalty shall be the number in the field plus 20 points, i.e. for a 5 
kart field it shall amount to 25 points. 
 
Underweight Penalty – Exclusion from the event result.  ie. refer DNS above. 

   5.01 A person subject to these rules must not: 
   (r) Fail to comply with the weight specifications set out in the regulations 
    
   5.03  
   2. A person found to have committed an offence against Rule 5.01 (r) shall be automatically 
    excluded from the section of the competition to which the offence relates, EXCEPT during timed 
    qualifying sessions when rule 16.05(e) applies. 

 
 
At the completion of racing for the event, the person with the lowest number of points overall in each class 
(the sum of points from all heats and finals) will be deemed the event winner of that respective class.  In the 
circumstances of a draw, equal places will be awarded. 
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APPENDIX  C (cont’d) 
2012 DKA CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP  

CHAMPIONSHIP POINT SCORING SYSTEM  
 
Round Points Allocation 

At the end of each club championship round, competitors will be awarded points from the table below as per 
their finishing position for each round. Each round’s points are then tallied to determine the Club Champion 
in each class.  
 
As there are 12 Championship rounds in the 2012 season, a competitor must complete a minimum of 4 rounds 
of racing in a class to be considered in the championship series. 
 
NOTE: Of the 12 rounds in the 2012 DKA Championship season, only your best 11 round’s points count. 
If there is/are disqualification round(s), ALL disqualification rounds MUST be included in the tally.  

 

Description Points 
Awarded 

First for the day 10 
Second for the day 9 
Third for the day 8 
Rest of the field who competed in each race 7 
Drivers who only competed in 2 races on the day 6 
Drivers who elect to flag or officiate on the day 6 
Disqualification notice issued in a Heat by AKA/DKA 6 
Rest of field minimum of 1 race started 5 
Disqualification notice issued in the Final by AKA/DKA 3 
Disqualification notice issued for the round by AKA/DKA 0 
Members who did not compete at the nominated event 0 

 
 

As the DKA is committed to the positive values of competitiveness, sportsmanship and club harmony, the 
DKA Executive reserves the right to issue penalties over and above those awarded by the AKA officials of the 
day, within the scope of all Club events.  
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APPENDIX D 
Refer to URL http://www.dka.org.au/Forms.html for the latest Membership form. 
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